Assessment of risk factors for culling dairy cows using logistic regression. Definition of outcome and explanatory variables.
The culling of dairy cows can occur either early or late during lactation. Furthermore, the farmers decision-making process is probably not identical for cows culled early in lactation and for cows culled later. Most of the studies investigating associations between diseases and culling were performed without considering the time of culling during lactation. The present study defines d 45 post partum as a threshold between early and late cullings, and proposes 2 lists of possible risk factors, whether cows were culled early or late during lactation.